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The Rio Grande Down Syndrome Network is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to empower

individuals with Down syndrome and their families through advocacy, education and support. We are a

collaborative network which seeks to create awareness, assure inclusion, and promote independence in

individuals with Down syndrome.

In 2024, our board and staff were focused on completing 3 and 5-year goals set by the team during

strategic planning in 2021. This included successful amplification of program offerings, increasing and

diversifying fundraising and community partnerships,  and creating a committee to carry out the search

and hiring of RGDSN’s first Executive Director. Our team continued to keep existing programs in place,

distribute scholarship funds for families to attend national conferences and individuals to pursue post-

secondary education opportunities, and showed continued growth with another record-setting year for

revenue for the nonprofit.

MISSION

2024 OVERVIEW



OUR TEAM
2024 Part-Time Staff

2024 Volunteer Board

Billy Thiebaut, Director of Programs and Events
Ellen Chamberlin, Bookkeeper

Donyelle Lucero, President
Shari Cordova, Secretary
Dawn Halfacre, Treasurer
Veronica Chavez Neuman, Search Committee Chair
Jaimie Martin, Buddy Walk Chair

Lena Armstrong-Strober, Advocacy Chair
Hollye Bronson
Laurie Magovern
Angie Molinar
Brigitte Candelaria

2024 Volunteers & Committee Members

Buddy Walk - Shari Cordova (Chair),
Jaimie Martin (Chair), Billy Thiebaut, Lena
Armstrong,  Hollye Bronson, Donyelle
Lucero, Laurie Magovern, Angie Molinar,
Alice Ramirez,  Elaine Sainz, Veronica
Chavez Neuman, Dawn Halfacre, Lisa
Dempsey

Advocacy Committee - Lena Armstrong-
Strober

Scholarship Committee - Shari Cordova
(Chair), Laura Eby, Brian Colon

Playgroups - Angie Molinar, Elaine Sainz

Denim & Diamonds Gala - Dean and Lena
Strober, Donyelle Lucero, Kristelle Siarza,
Gala Silent Auction Team: Dawn Halfacre,
Rosie Gonzales, Laurie Magovern, Shari
Cordova, Alisha Hull, Stacy Mossman,
Marianne Melloy

Executive Search Committee: Veronica
Chavez Neuman, Laurie Magovern, Jaimie
Martin, Lara Smith, Hollye Bronson,
Donyelle Lucero, Angie Molinar

Vendors
Siarza (Marketing & Communications)
Qtego (Gala Event Registration and Auction)

Sparrow Creative (Event Branding)



This devoted committee
exceeded its fundraising goal,
generating $102,000 through
generous financial
contributions and in-kind
donations. The fair-themed
celebration welcomed over
1,200 attendees and 70
teams, offering a variety of
activities including carnival
games, resource exhibitors,
food vendors, music, and the
signature Buddy Walk, which
united the community in a
powerful display of support
and inclusion.

BUDDY WALK
COMMITTEE

Registered
families

Individuals
served through
programming

Email
Subscribers

400+

200+

466

ORGANIZATIONAL ONGOING EFFORTS

ORGANIZATIONAL EFFORTS AND
COMMITTEES

Created in 2024, the Advocacy
Committee offered two in-
person and online learning
opportunities for members to
learn about ABLE Accounts and
IEPs. There was also an RGDSN
presence at Disability
Awareness Day at the New
Mexico Roundhouse and
National Down Syndrome
Advocacy Conference in
Washington, DC.

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

For a second year, RGDSN’s
scholarship committee
awarded another round of
funding for a post-secondary
scholarship which was awarded
at the 2024 Denim and
Diamonds Gala.

SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE

RGDSN formed an Executive
Search Committee to help
outline the role and
responsibilities of the
organization’s first full-time
hire. The group conducted job
posting outreach, interviews
and created policies for new
employees.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A five-person committee
helped organize the logistics,
entertainment and experience
for the third annual Denim and
Diamonds Gala. The team also
received support from an
auction committee that helped
secure items and experiences
for the event’s live and silent
auction. The event raised
$186,228.

GALA COMMITTEE

Digital (Social, Web, Email)
In Person
Bi-Monthly Newsletter
Local media outreach

Communications

Board Meetings
Board Development
Staff Development
Partnerships
Annual Network Meeting
National Memberships
Community Outreach
Funding Research and Grant Writing



85%

51.1%

$16,173.08

$21,018.67

1

$291,266.82

$219,119.56 

$82,161.45

200+

3

$186,228.54

Revenue

in total donations received

Post-Secondary
Education Scholarship

Revenue

Expenses

Buddy Walk

Education Support Skills Training

Highlights Community Engagement

Denim & Diamonds Gala

5
Members Registered for

Camps and Programs

Advocacy Learning Opportunities 
for Families

$72,147.26 Surplus

Donor Retention Rate

Average Open Rate for Email Communications

RGDSN BY THE NUMBERS

Expenses

Scholarships for Families to
Attend NDSC Convention
in Phoenix, AZ

$983.16
World Down Syndrome Day
Event and Miscellaneous
Events + Community
Fundraisers

$875
in Grants

$25,017.46
Programming Networking Events

87,305.91
Fundraising Events

$17,824.05 
Scholarships

$72,799.06 
Management & Operations

94%
Program Registration Filled



RGDSN Programming

SUPPORT GROUPS NETWORK GATHERINGS

MEMBER SCHOLARSHIPS

PROGRAMS

*NEW* YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMS

Parent Care Committee
Under 7 Playgroup
School Age Playgroup
Teen/Adult Get Togethers
Mom’s Night Out 
Dad's Night Out

Summer Picnic/4th of July Celebration
Annual Holiday Party
Night at the Isotopes
World Down Syndrome Day Celebration

National Conferences
Post-Secondary Education

Lucky Few Dance Crew
Storytime

Buddy Walk
New Mexico United Foundation
Lucky Few Hot Air Balloon
Blue River Productions 
Hotel Zazz
Jeremiah’s Place
Sergio’s Bakery

Youth Adaptive Sports Camps
Adult Life Skills Camp
Therapy Programs
Arts Programs

ADVOCACY

World Down Syndrome Day 
Buddy Walk 
IEP Support
Lucky Few Balloon Partnership
ABLE Account Webinar
IEP Webinar

OUTREACH AND PARTNERSHIPS



The 2024 Buddy Walk was held on September 21,
2024, at NM Expo/NM State Fairgrounds. Co-
chaired for a second consecutive year by Shari
Cordova and Jaimie Martin, the event exceeded its
fundraising goal, generating $102,000 through
generous financial contributions and in-kind
donations. The fair-themed celebration welcomed
over 1,200 attendees and 70 teams, offering a
variety of activities including carnival games,
resource exhibitors, food vendors, music, and the
signature Buddy Walk, which united the community
in a powerful display of support and inclusion.

A notable highlight—and consistent member
favorite—was the outstanding participation of
numerous high school volunteer teams. Their
involvement continues to exemplify the positive
impact of youth engagement in fostering a culture
of acceptance, awareness, and inclusive community
values.

Fundraising
15  Annual Buddy Walkth

The third annual Denim and Diamonds Gala,
raised over $180,000 for RGDSN! 

Alongside this remarkable achievement, the
evening was filled with spirited performances
by members of our Lucky Few Dance Crew
and the presentation of a post-secondary
scholarship to member Owen Malloy. Guests
enjoyed live entertainment, a chuck-wagon
style dinner, a live and silent auction and
surprises from the New Mexico Gunfighters
Association.

A Night of “Country Glamour” at
Denim and Diamonds



Owen Melloy was the recipient of a 2024 Post-
Secondary Scholarship. Presented with his scholarship

at Denim and Diamonds Gala, Owen was awarded funds
to help him with equipment and supplies needed to start

his hydroponic farm “Owen’s Farm.”

POST-SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

1

2

3

During our 2024 annual meeting, Elana Coleman was
recognized with the year's Outstanding Role Model
award.

Elana has exhibited leadership and role model qualities
from a young age. A decorated equestrian, Elana has
raised and showed horses in competitions around the
nation. Among the many activities Elana has been part
of, she has participated in RGDSN’s choir and dance
groups, performing at multiple events.

Just days after losing her mom, Elana continued to
attend practices with the Lucky Few Dance Crew and
performed flawlessly at the 2024 Denim and Diamonds
Gala. 

Albuquerque's own Bodhi Candelaria shined bright in New
York City's Times Square last fall when he was selected to be

featured in the National Down Syndrome Society’s annual
video presentation. Part of the New York City Buddy Walk

festivities, this one-hour video showcases 500 photos of
individuals with Down syndrome from all 50 states and 14

countries.

Bodhi appeared on local media stations promoting his
appearance and helping put RGDSN on a national stage!

2024 MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

RGDSN 2024 OUTSTANDING ROLE MODEL

RGDSN MEMBER ON NATIONAL STAGE



While the number of camps, programs and availability
within each activity has grown exponentially, we
recognize that the demand of our community outweighs
our current offerings. Being able to diversify and
continue to amplify programs remains one of our top
priorities.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING A HOME FOR RGDSN
We have incredible partners that currently allow us
space to host meetings, gatherings and programs.
However, we believe that having our own basecamp for
activities, conducting business and hosting community
events will help strengthen our processes which is why
we have started to look for office/recreational space
RGDSN can call its own.

STATEWIDE SUPPORT
We have already organically began to better connect
with regions of our state outside of Albuquerque. We
hope that future activities, programs and resources can
be shared with other Down syndrome groups in our New
Mexico communities and vice versa. We know we’re
stronger when we work and support together!

INCREASED MEMBER
ENGAGEMENT

Equipped with a larger staff and board, we hope to
better engage with our members. We will actively be
reaching out to our community for feedback and ideas
as we lead into strategic planning for 2025 and beyond.

FUTURE OUTLOOK



THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 SPONSORS

8 Gradys Performance Center

ABQ Pediatric Dentistry

Albuquerque Tents

ATec Security

At Home Advocacy

Auto Brite

Bank of Albuquerque

Beyond Health

Big M Plumbing

Blue Bell Ice Cream

Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Mexico

Blue River Productions

Bosque Brewing/Restoration Pizza

Brandon W. Terhune DMD General Family Dentistry

Century Bank Santa Fe

Coldwell Banker Legacy - Vance Kabella

Coca-Cola

Cordova Contracting and Development LLC

Desert Mountain Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Center

Del Norte Credit Union

Dr. Jayne Buttner, Specialist in Orthodontics

Dual Language Education of New Mexico

Eby, Laura and Brian

Edelen Renewables

Edward Jones Investments - Todd White

ESPN, 101.7 The Team

eVOLVSTRONG

Explora

Expo New Mexico

First Citizens Bank

Garcia, Larry and Pearlene

Hotel Zazz

Hull Consulting LLC

Holmans

IAFF Local 244

Integrity Appraisals

Inteli-Care

Inspirations Early Intervention

Jeremiah's Place

Julie & Jim March

Kid Power Therapy Associates, PC

Landmark Musicals

Lee Engineering LLC

Los Ojos de la Familia

Lovelace Health Systems

Kidz Academy

Maxcare

March Family

Mariposa Senior Care

Matheson TriGas

McDermott Athletic Center

Melloy Nissan

Millers, Inc

Mohr Orthodontics

Montano Acura

NM Bowl Albuquerque

New Mexico Pain Associates

Northview Orthodontics

Nusenda Credit Union

Optum Health

Pinon Coffee

Pinon Perinatal

Presbyterian Health Care

RayLee Homes

RL Leeder Company

Roybal-Mack & Cordova, P.C.

Rush Bowls ABQ

Santa Ana Star Casino

Sergio’s Bakery

Siarza

Sidetrack Brewing Company

SIE Center for DS at Denver Children’s Hospital

Sign Gypsies

Smith’s

Southwest Designs

Southwest Elite Real Estate "Your Hometown Team"

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS THAT
MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE!

Southwest Food Excellence

Special Olympics of New Mexico

Sugarplum Photography

Tim’s Big Heart Foundation

The Little Gym of Rio Rancho

The Lucky Few Hot Air Balloon

The Nest ABQ

The New Beginnings

The Stables at Tamaya

The Vigil Foundation

Top Golf

Total Asset Managers

UNM School of Medicine, Dermatology

US Eagle Federal Credit Union

Visions Case Management

Wisteria Dental



JOIN OUR COMMUNITY
ARE YOU A BUSINESS OWNER INTERESTED IN SPONSORSHIPS? PASSIONATE
ABOUT VOLUNTEERING? A PROFESSIONAL WHO CAN CONTRIBUTE TO OUR
PROGRAMMING? WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! TOGETHER WE CAN CONTINUE
OUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DOWN SYNDROME
AND THEIR FAMILIES.

Phone:

Email/

Website: 

Address: 

505-382-5061

info@rgdsn.org

www.rgdsn.org  

PO Box 6759
Albuquerque, NM 87197

tel:505-382-5061
mailto:info@rgdsn.org

